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century, just before the dissolution of the order, it con-
tained 22,589 members. The order had 669 colleges
and 117 seminaries. The latest census reckons the order as
consisting of 9,546 members, of whom three thousand
were in France and a little over a thousand in England.
An account of the system of education given by the
Company of Jesus is contained mainly in four books.
i. The Original Constitutions of Ignatius Loyola, with
the commentary of his successor, Layriez. 2f The * Ratio
Studiorum,' drawn up by a special commission under the
eyes, and by the authority, of Aquaviva. It is divided into
twenty-eight sections. It contains statutes for the pro-
vincial, the rector, the prefects of studies, the professors
of the superior faculties, the prefects of the inferior
studies, the teachers of the lower classes, and for the other
preceptors and students of the order. It is a programme
of studies, indicating with the greatest minuteness their
order and their division, the subjects of teaching in each
class, the duties of each professor. The drawing up of
this important work was begun in 1582, but it was not
printed till 1599. 3. In 1706 was published aJt Frankfort
a third book, the treatise ofe Father Jouvency, ( De ra-
tione discendi et docendi magistris scholarum inferiorum.1
4. With this is generally included a treatise by Sacchini,
published at Rome 1625, ' Paraenesis ad magistros scho-
laium inferiorum.' The last two may be considered as the
completion of the 'Ratio Studiorum,' based on the methods
in use at the College of Clermont. The four books are
closely connected together. The * Ratio Studiorum'
is a commentary upon the Constitutions, the manuals of
Jouvency and Sacchini are the directors of the teacher,
guarding him at every jtep and guiding him in every
particular.
We find that in   France,  and   similarly in   other

